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EDITORIAL COMMENT

1. LAUTECH Journal of Nursing (LJN) has the goal of becoming the most widely cited Nursing
Journal in West Africa with Impact Factor Value of 0.861 based on International Citation Report
(ICR) for the year 2020-2021.

2. TheLJN has the tripartite mission of:

(a) Promotinga culture of excellence in Nursing Research.

(b)  Encouraging the exchange of profound and innovative ideas capable of generating
creative practice in nursing research practise.

(c) Disseminating information on nursing related development that are not usually easily
available to academics and practitioners.

3. TheJournal will accordingly encourage the publication of the following categories of papers.
(a)  Research papers that move away from orthodoxy and which really break new grounds in

terms of methodology and findings.
(b)  Essaysandissues papers that contribute to reorienting received ideas, values and practices.
(c) Documents emanating from national and international conferences, as well as from
largescale research work that emerging trends and thinking in nursing related development.

4. LIJN is published biannually in any area of nursing interest or relevant to needs of academics

and practitioners.

In this edition, nineteen (19) manuscripts scale through the eye of the needle of the Editor-in Chief. The
title of the papers in this edition are: Assessment of client satisfaction with contraceptive services in
public health care facilities in Zamfara State, Nigeria; Sociocultural and economic determinants of open
defecation practices in Kano State, Nigeria; effect of simulation based training on midwives' skills in
managing retained placenta with umbilical vein oxytocin injection in health facilities, Osun State,
Nigeria; Nurses Level Of Preparedness In Management Of Patient With Viral Hemorrhagic Fever In
Emergency Ward In University Of [lorin Teaching Hospital, Nigeria; Nursing Education: A Sine Qua
Non For Addressing The Healthcare Demands Of The 21" Century; Influence Of Nursing Training On
Their Competency In Selecting Wound Dressing Materials At A Secondary Health Facility In Ilorin,
Kwara State, Nigeria; Prevalence And Outcome Of Malaria Infection Among Children Below 11 Years
In A Tertiary Healthcare Facility In Benin City From 2018-2020; Factors Influencing Prevalence Of
Gender Based Violence Among Men And Women In Bagudo LGA Kebbi State, Nigeria; Knowledge Of
Health Implications Of Rape And Associated Factors Among Male Undergraduates In Ahmadu Bello
University Zaria, Nigeria; Quackery In Nursing, The Causes, Effects And Control Measures: The
Nigeria Experience; Knowledge, attitude and practice of injection safety among nurses in Nigeria: a
case study of University of Ilorin Teaching Hospital Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria; Awareness Of
Computer Vision Syndrome Among Staff Of Information Communication And Technology Unit Of
University Of Benin Teaching Hospital, Benin City, Edo State, Nigeria; Utilization Of Personal
Protective Equipment Against Organic Dusts Among Poultry Farmers In Ona-Ara Local Government
Area, Ibadan, Nigeria; Predictors Of Surgical Site Infection Amongst Post Operative Patients In Federal
Medical Centre Lokoja, Nigeria; Evaluation Of The Involvement Of Nurses In Policies And Policy
Formulation In Nigeria; Determinants of Stress and Coping Mechanisms among Nurses in Aminu
Kano Teaching Hospital, Kano State, Nigeria; Influence Of Nursing Training On Their Competency
In Selecting Wound Dressing Materials At A Secondary Health Facility In Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria;
Adaptation To Stress And Academic Performance Of Students In Nursing Institutions In Oyo State,
Nigeria; Medication Adherence And Quality Of Life Of Hypertensive Patients Attending Selected
Hospitals In Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria; Perspectives Of Youth On The Legalization Of
Abortion In North Central Nigeria.
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EDITORIAL DESK

Welcome to LAUTECH Journal of Nursing!

LAUTECH Journal of Nursing focus on but not limited to research findings in the different areas of
Nursing: Nursing Care, Nursing Education, Medical Surgical Nursing, Maternal and Child Health
Nursing, Community Public Health Nursing, and Psychiatric/Mental Nursing. This journal is
published to promote quality scholarly writing and hence instigating and generating vibrant
discourse in the different areas of nursing. Apart from providing an outlet for publications of
research findings, it offers opportunities for professionals and students to disseminate their views or
position on topical issues and emerging theories within the scope of the journal. The Journal is
peered reviewed by seasoned scholar. Eighty authors have contributed in one way or the other to the
thirteenth edition of the journal.

In this regard, the journal welcomes articles from individuals and corporate organisations for the
sixteenth edition. Interested contributors may forward copy of their manuscript; computer-typed in
double line spacing, using Times New Roman 12 point font, with abstract not more than 300 words
on a separate page. Manuscript should not be more than 15 pages and sent to
doctoradeyemo@yahoo.com or lautechjournal@gmail.com.

Happy reading!!!


mailto:doctoradeyemo@yahoo.com
mailto:lautechjournal@gmail.com

GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORS

Contributors to the journal are to respect its avowed principle of QUALITY in all its

Ramifications and ensure that:

(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

Presentation of Manuscript
We require an electronic copy, doubled spaced and paginated. The file should be
saved as a Word Document, do not use PDF. Ensure the manuscript you provide is
double space throughout, including indented block quotes, excerpt, extract,
references. The font should be Times New Roman 12 Points. RESEARCH PAPERS
are technically and faultlessly designed, executed and reported
ESSAYS AND ISSUES PAPERS are analytically sound, presenting solidly original
ideas that can positively influence change in educational thoughts, research and
practices.
The manuscript, which should include title, abstract, text, tables, figures, where
necessary, should be typewritten on A4 size paper with double-spacing and should
not exceed 15 pages
The abstract should not be more than 250 words
Authors should use the latest APA manual of styles. Some examples are:
1.  Book
Uba, J. E. (2007). Overcoming the hurdles of research projects, thesis,
dissertation. Calabar, Nigeria, Ushie Printers.
ii. Chapter in edited book
(a) Simeon, O.L & Adewale, J.G. 2013. Student Extrinsic and Intrinsic Factors
as Correlates of Technical and Vocational Education Enrolment in Osun
State. A. O. U. Onuka. Eds. Esthom Graphic Prints, Nigeria. 286-296.
ii1. Chapter in edited book
(b) Oluwaponmile G. A. & Adegbile J. A. 2013. The Concept of
Individualization of Instruction and Christian Education. A. O. U. Onuka.
Eds. Esthom Graphic Prints, Nigeria. 114-155.
iv. Article from journal
Halliday, M. A. K. (1961). Categories of the theory of grammar word, 17, 241-92.
(Note No 'pp.' required for journal articles).
Millers, A. (2000). Choice and the relative pleasure of consequences. Psychological
Bulletin 126.3:910-924.
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Tables

1. Atable should be typed with the minimum of horizontal rules. Vertical rules should be

Landro, M. (1999). Repeatability issues of 3-D VSP data. Geophysics 64:1673-1679.
___.2001. Discrimination between Pressure and fluid saturation changes from time
lapse seismic data. Geophysics 66:836-844.

v. Article from magazine

Kandel, E. R. and Squire, L. R. 2000. Neuroscience: breaking down scientific
barriers to the study of brain and mind. Science 290. Nov 10:113-1120.

Article from newspaper

(where the name of the author is neither given nor known, begins reference with
“Anon”)

Encyclopaedia article

Bergmann, P.G. 1993. Relativity. The new encyclopaedia Britannica. Chicago:
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 501-508.

Patent

Fawole, I., Afolabi, N. O. and Ogunbodede, B. A. 1986, Description of cowpea
cultivar: IFH101.NGVU-00-22,2000.

Unpublished theses, dissertation, projects and essays

Alaba, O.B. 2003. Balance of payment adjustment mechanisms in Nigeria. PhD.
Thesis. Department of Economics. University of Ibadan. Xiv+183pp

E-journal article from the internet

VandenBos, G, Knapp, S. and Deo, J. 2001. Role of reference element in the selection
of resources by psychology undergraduates. Journal of Bibliographic Research 5.
117-123. Retrieved June. 13,2019, from http:/jbr.org/article.html.
Organization/Government/Personal web page

U.S. General Accounting Office. Feb., 1997, Telemedicine: federal strategy is needed to
guide investments. Publication No. GAO/NSAID/HEHS-97-67. Retrieved Sept.
15,2000, from http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces 160.shtml? /gao/index.html.

avoided.

Table should be referred to in the text as 'in Table 2' rather than 'in the following table or
in the table above or below'.

Alltables should have captions, source and notes are placed immediately below.

(f) Papers which should be written on only one side should be submitted in triplicate

(hard copies)
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(g) Papers are blind peer-reviewed, each paper attracts an assessment fee of #5000. 00
or $100.00.

(h) Neither the editor, nor the editorial board shall be liable for article(s) lost in transit.
(1) The editor and editorial board will not enter into correspondence with authors
over rejected articles

() Those whose articles are accepted for publication will pay the sum of #40,000.00
and be informed as regards other commitments:

(k) Papers could be transmitted at any time for publication in any subsequent issue.

Manuscripts should be submitted electronically to the:

Editor in-chief, Prof. Florence O. Adeyemo, Department of Community Health Nursing,
Faculty of Nursing Sciences, College of Health Sciences, Ladoke Akintola University of
Technology, Ogbomoso and copy the Editor, LAUTECH Journal of Nursing (LJN) using the
following email addresses: doctoradeyemo@yahoo.com Or lautechjournal@gmail.com

Copyright

1. Permission must be obtained if you want to quote at length from another author's work or
use an illustration previously published. Please note that obtaining permissions can be a
lengthy process and should therefore be initiated well before the final manuscript is
submitted to Continuum. Please refer to copyright holder's website/information: they may
have forms or templates for requesting permission. If they provide no specific information
on submitting requests, a standard permission request letter is available from us and should
be used when approaching the copyright holder.

2. Please be aware that permission must also be sought for images, text etc that is sourced
from the internet. Copyright may belong to the website owner, or to the original creator. Do
not assume that just because an item is on a website it is in the public domain - it may be that
the website owner does not have the permission to use it.

If you have any questions about the preparation of your article at any stage, please do not
hesitate to ask.

Prof. Florence O. Adeyemo

The Editor-in-Chief

doctoradeyemo@yahoo.com Or lautechjournal@gmail.com
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PERSPECTIVES OF YOUTH ON THE LEGALIZATION OF ABORTION
IN NORTH CENTRAL NIGERIA

ONASOGA, OLAYINKA A., OMOTOSHO OKIKIOLUWA 0., YUSUF,
ABDURRASHID G.; ARANSIOLA MARVELLOUS MERCY

ABSTRACT

Nigeria has stringent abortion laws, however, the
practice remains prevalent, particularly among youths,
despite ongoing debates about its legality. This study
assesses youth perspectives on the legalization of
abortion in North-Central Nigeria, where abortion is
notably common. A community-based cross-sectional
descriptive research design was employed, and a simple
random sampling technique was used to select a sample
size of 250 youths. Data were collected using self-
developed structured questionnaires and analyzed using
descriptive and inferential statistics, with the
significance level set at 5% (0.05). Findings revealed
that more than half of the respondents were aged 19—-20
vears and were female. Findings of this study reveal that
the respondents have a positive perspective on
legalization of abortion among youths (55.4%) and the
factors influencing youths’ perspectives on legalization
of abortion include Social Stigma (59.2%) and
Accessibility to healthcare system and biomedical
technologies (57.6%). Study revealed that there was
significant association between youths' level of
education and their perspective on abortion legalisation
with p value= 0.006<0.05. The study concluded that
most respondents held positive views on abortion
legalization, emphasizing the need for the Nigerian
government to review and amend existing abortion laws
while addressing the challenges associated with
legalization.

Keywords: Abortion;
Legalisation; Youth.

Perspective;
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INTRODUCTION

Legality of abortion is a critical public health
and human rights issue that has remained the
most controversial issue with religious, social,
moral, cultural and political dimensions in
many parts of the world (Alemayehu et al,
2019; Steinfield et. al, 2023; World Health
Organisation, 2023). Restrictive abortion laws
tend to increase lack of access to safe, timely,
affordable and respectful abortion care, while
significantly escalating the maternal morbidity
and mortality rates (Steinfield et. al, 2023)

Out of the 210 million pregnancies that occur
annually worldwide, about 80 million (38%) are
unplanned and 46 million (22%) in abortion
(Megersa, 2018). About 42 million induced
abortions occur each year, nearly 20 million are
performed in unsafe conditions and/or by unskilled
providers and result in the deaths of an estimated
47,000 girls and women. This represents about 13%
of all pregnancy-related deaths (Alemayehu et al,
2019). According to World Health Organisation
(W.H.O., 2023). Six out of 10 of all unintended
pregnancies end in an induced abortion and
approximately 45% of all abortions are unsafe, of
which 97% take place in developing countries.
Unsafe abortion is a leading but preventable cause
of maternal deaths and morbidities. It can lead to
physical and mental health complications and social
and financial burdens for women, communities and
health systems (W.H.O.,2023).

Abortion among adolescent girls and young
women (15-24 years) is a major public health
issue, especially in low-and middle-income
countries (Ahinkorah et al, 2020; Alemayehu et.
al,2019). Mortality from unsafe abortion in Africa
is the highest in the world and it is estimated that
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six million unsafe abortions and 220,000 abortion-
related deaths occur annually (Gebremedhin et al,
2018; Oseni et al, 2020). Girls from 15 to 19years
account for 25% of all unsafe abortions in Africa
(Munakampe et. al, 2018). The proportion of
abortions performed due to unintended
pregnancies has increased from 51% to 61% over
the 30-year period from 1990 to 2019 (Allotey et.
al,2020). About 99% of abortions in Sub-Saharan
Africa (SSA) are unsafe and over 60% are among
young women less than 25 years of age
(Gebremedhin et al, 2018). The major factors
responsible for unsafe abortion in SSA are
restrictive abortion law, poverty, social inequality,
poor quality of health services and low level of
awareness (Munakampe, 2018).

Abortion related deaths among young people
are seen to be more frequent in countries with
more restrictive abortion laws than countries
with less restrictive laws (Oseni et. al, 2020).
For instance, despite restrictive law on abortion
in Nigeria, a large number of women seek
abortion unsafe places, thereby leading to
preventable deaths or complications from the
procedures (Bankole, 2015). An estimated
610,000 induced abortions occur annually and
account for about 40% of maternal deaths,
making it the second leading cause of maternal
mortality in Nigeria (Akpanekpo et.al, 2017).

Abortion practice in Nigeria is highly restricted
by law and it is only permitted when the
continuation of pregnancy constitutes threat to
the woman's health (Abdullahi et al, 2019).
Contrary to its intended purpose, restrictive
abortion laws have not prevented abortion in
Nigeria; instead, the laws have criminalized the
practice of abortion and making it unsafe for
women (Oseni et al., 2020). youths now resort to
clandestine methods of termination of
pregnancy because of this abortion law, which
predispose them to post-abortion complications
(Atuhaire, 2019). Oseni et al., (2020) reported
that 50% of the Nigerian women who die from
unsafe abortion each year are youths, and
abortion complications are responsible for 72%
ofall deaths among teenagers.

Nevertheless, there have been agitations for the
modification of Nigeria abortion laws to make it
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more liberal over the years. Human rights and pro-
choice groups are the most vocal in this regard (Latt.
etal, 2019). They argue that the restrictive abortion
laws of Nigeria are responsible for the unsafe
abortions and that the restrictive abortion laws of
Nigeria are thought to force women especially
youths with unwanted pregnancies to seek
clandestine abortion, most of which take place in
unsafe places like private clinics, local birth
attendant home (Okorie & Abayomi, 2019). By this
argument, therefore, it stands to reason that if the
abortion laws are liberalized, women will have
access to safe abortion from qualified medical
personnel in standard health care facilities, thereby
reducing the risk of complications from unsafe
abortions (Chigbuet. al,2018).

Youths are the most in need of abortion and post
abortion services since more than half of patients
with abortion-related complications are
adolescents and young women (Otoide et al.,
2001; Wanjohi, 2021). Therefore, if abortion is
legalized and youths have access to safe, timely,
affordable and respectful abortion services, then,
there will be reduction in the incidence of abortion
complications from unsafe practices (Moore et. al,
2021; W.H.O., 2023). Various studies have shown
relationship between legalisation of abortion and
reduced maternal mortality in different countries
(Adogu et al, 2014; W.H.O., 2023)., but studies
that have examine the youths’ point of view on
unsafe abortion and abortion legalisation remain
limited Therefore, the study aimed to assess
perspective of youths regarding legalization of
abortion, as well as factors influencing their
perspective in North-Central Nigeria.

METHODS

Study Design: A community based cross-
sectional design.

Setting: The study was conducted in Oke-ose
community, [ponrin district in [lorin East Local
Government Area of Kwara State, Nigeria.
Ilorin East is located between latitude 8° 5'N
and longitude 4° 5'E. The LGA shares a
boundary with Ilorin South, Ilorin West, Moro
and Ifelodun LGA, has land area of about
486km2 and a population of 207,462.15. The
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proportion of females was put at 49.5% of the
total population.

Sample Size Determination: The sample size
for this study was calculated using Fisher's
formula: Sample size (S) =z’pq/d’ Using test
statistic (z) of 1.96 at 95% confidence interval,
estimated proportion of an attribute in a
population (p) is 0.50, q is 1-p, and the desired
level of precision (d)=0.05.

Sampling Technique: Simple sampling
technique was used to select 250 youths within
the age of 15-21years who are permanent
residents of the community and were willing to
participate in the study.

Instrument for Data Collection: The
instrument for data collection was a self-
structured questionnaire. It consists of section
A-D,

section A was designed to elicit the socio-
demographic data of respondents,

section B was designed to assess perspective on
legalization of abortion with options of 'agree’,
'disagree', and 'undecided; and

section C assessed factors influencing youths'
perspective on legalization of abortion with
options of 'yes', 'no', and 'not sure.

Face and content validity of the instrument was
done by experts in midwifery, nursing research
and biostatistics who were requested to go
through knowledge and uptake questionnaire
and give their validity based on relevancy,
clarity, simplicity, and ambiguity of question
items. This is to ensure that the tool assess
adequately and accurately what it was designed
to assess. The reliability of the instrument was
determined using test-retest method which
involved the administration of the 25 copies
questionnaire (10% of the sample size) to youth
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from a different community with similar
characteristics at two weeks interval. The
reliability of the instrument was measured
using Cronbach's alpha and a Cronbach alpha
coefficient score of 0.77 was obtained. This
indicates that the questionnaire is reliable. Data
were collected from May 10 to June 26, 2021.
The process of data collection lasted over a
period of 7 weeks. The data collected were
collated and analyzed using Statistical Product
and Service Solution (SPSS) version 25 and
results were presented using both descriptive
and inferential statistics and p-value less than
0.05 were considered statistically significant.

Ethical consideration: Written permission to
use the community for the research was
obtained from the appropriate authorities.
Information about the research was discussed
in detail with participants and consent forms
were duly signed by the participants.
Confidentiality and anonymity were ensured as
names were not required on questionnaires and
cannot be traced to the participants.
Respondents were granted the freedom to
withdraw at any point they want.

RESULTS

Table 1 shows that more than half 130 (52.0%)
of the respondents were between 19-20 years of
age, 226(90.4%) were singles, 144 (57.6%) of
the respondents were Christians, 194(77.6%)
were Yorubas and 152 (60.8%) had tertiary
level of education.
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Table 1 showing socio-demographic profile of respondents (n=250)

Variables Response Frequency z’;r)centage
0
15-16 14 5.6
Age 17-18 50 20.0
Mean =19.32 19-20 130 52.0
21-22 56 22.4
Islam 102 40.8
Religion Christianity 144 57.6
Traditional 4 1.6
Yoruba 194 77.6
Hausa 10 4.0
Ethnicity Igbo 22 8.8
Others 24 9.6
Marital Status Slngl.e 226 204
Married 22 8.8
Widowed 2 0.8
No Formal Education 4 1.6
Level of Education Secondary Education 94 37.6
Tertiary Education 152 60.8

Table 2 revealed that 156(62.4%) of the
respondents agreed that abortion is a sin.
68(27.2%) agreed that abortion should be made
available for everyone irrespective of the age and
110(44.0%) said abortion should be legalized in
Nigeria. More than half of the respondents
128(51.2%) agreed that abortion law in Nigeria
infringe on human right, 166(66.4%) opined that
legalization of abortion will reduce post abortion
complications, 128(51.2%) agreed that abortion
is an individual right and 180(72.0%) were of the
view that there is need to review abortion law in
Nigeria. Majority of the respondents
186(74.4%) opined that the major people that
indulge in abortion procurement are youths
while 158(63.2%) agreed that abortion should be
allowed in government hospitals. Majority of
the respondents 152(60.8%) agreed that parental
consent should be obtained before abortion, 156
(62.4%) agreed that men should have equal right
deciding on abortion and 116 (46.4%) agreed
that most abortions are unsafe in Nigeria.
However, 152(60.8%) of the respondents

221

disagreed that abortion should be allowed
irrespective of the reason for seeking abortion.
Also, majority of the respondents 152(60.8%)
disagreed that abortion should be procured only
if a woman is married and does not want any
more children. Most of the respondents
222(88.8%) agreed that abortion should be
procured if the woman's own health is seriously
endangered by the pregnancy, 114(45.6%)
agreed that abortion should be procured if the
family has a very low income and cannot afford
any more children. 198(51.2%) agreed, that
abortion should be procured if there is strong
chance of serious birth defect, 166(66.4%)
opined that abortion should be procured if a
woman gets pregnant as a result of rape and
130(52.0%) said as a result of incest; but
124(49.6%) disagreed that abortion should be
procured if a woman is not married and does not
want to marry the man. Findings of this study
reveal that the respondents have a positive
perspective on legalization of abortion among
youths (55.4%).
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Table 2 Showing perspectives on legalization of abortion among youths (n=250)

VARIABLES Agree Undecided Disagree
Freq (%) Freq (%) Freq (%)

Abortion is a sin 156 624 36 14.4 58 23.2

Abortion should be made accessible to 68 272 26 10.4 156 62.4

everyone irrespective of their age

Abortion should be legalized in Nigeria 110 44.0 42 16.8 98 39.2

Abortion law in Nigeria infringe on human right 128 512 52 20.8 70 28.0

Legalization of Abortion will reduce post abortion 166 664 24 9.6 60 24.0

complications

Abortion is an individual right 128 51.2 40 16.0 82 32.8

There’s need to review abortion law 180 72.0 28 11.2 42 16.8

The major people that indulge in abortion procurement are 186 744 34 13.6 30 12.0

youths

Abortion should be allowed in government hospital 158 632 22 8.8 70 28.0

Parental consent should be obtained before abortion 152 60.8 54 21.6 44 17.6

Men should have equal right in deciding on abortion when 116 464 74 29.6 60 24.0

compared with women

Most abortion are unsafe in Nigeria 196 784 28 11.2 26 10.4

Abortion should be allowed irrespective of ther  eason for 84 336 14 5.6 152 60.8

seeking abortion

Abortion should be procured only if a woman is married and 78 312 20 8.0 152 60.8

does not want any more children

Abortion should be procured if the woman’s own health is 222 888 4 1.6 24 9.6

seriously endangered by the pregnancy

Abortion should be procured if the family has a very low 114 456 34 13.6 102 40.8

income and cannot afford any more children

Abortion should be procured if a woman became pregnant as 166  66.4 31 12.4 52 20.8

a result of rape

Abortion should be procured if a woman became pregnant as 130  52.0 63 25.2 56 22.4

a result of incest

Abortion should be procured if a woman is not married and 90 36.0 36 14.4 124 49.6

does not want to marry the man

Only married couples should be allowed to perform abortion 84 33.6 28 11.2 138 55.2

legally

Abortion should be procured if there strong chance of 198 792 14 5.6 38 15.2

serious defect in the baby
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Table 3 showed that the major factors
influencing youths' perspectives on legalization
of abortion were traditional/cultural norms
190(76.0%), religious belief 212(84.8%), social
stigmatisation 148(59.2%) and healthcare
system and biomedical technologies

144(57.6%). The result revealed that the factors
influencing youths’ perspectives on legalization
of abortion include Social Stigma (59.2%) and
Accessibility to healthcare system and
biomedical technologies (57.6%).

Table 3 Showing factors influencing youths’ perspectives on legalization of abortion (n=250)

Variables Yes No I dont know
Freq (%) Freq (%) Freq (%)
Traditional/cultural norms 18 7.2 190 76.0 42 16.8
Religion 14 5.6 212 848 24 9.6
Social Stigma 148 59.2% 42 16.8 60 240
Knowledge of abortion laws 114 456 62 248 74 29.6
Experience with post abortion complications 108 432 9% 384 46 18.4
Incorrect interpretation of abortion laws 90 36.0 88  35.0 72 290
Policy makers’ attitude 86 344 82 328 82 328
Accessibility to healthcare system and 144  57.6* 56 224 50  20.0

biomedical technologies

Significant*

Table 4 revealed that there was significant
association between youths' level of education
and their perspective on abortion legalisation

with p value= 0.006<0.05, therefore the null
hypothesis was rejected

Table 4: Statistical illustration of the association between youths’ level of education and

their perspective on abortion legalisation

Perspectives on legalisation of Chi- df P- Remark
Variable Responses abortion Sc%uare value
Positive Negative Total X
Non-formal education 2 2 4 Significant
Secondary education 70 24 94
Level of 12.596° 2 0.006
education
Tertiary education 86 66 152 H, rejected
Total 158 92 250
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 19.82. Majority of the respondents 226

Socio-demographic characteristics of the
respondents revealed that more than half (52%)
of the respondents were between 19-20 years
with a mean age of 19.32. This implies that
majority of the respondents were in their late
adolescence and early adulthood. This is in line
with a similar study conducted by of Oja et.al
(2017) where the mean age of respondents was
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(90.4%) were single and had attained tertiary
level of education. This suggests that most of
the study respondents are well learned and that
their level of education may influence their
perspectives of abortion legalization.

Findings of this study reveal that the respondents
have a positive perspective on legalization of
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abortion among youths. This study corroborates
findings by Paluku et al. (2013), where 94.3% of
respondents had positive attitudes toward
abortion legalization. However, it contrasts with
Fehintola et al. (2023), where more than half of
the respondents displayed unfavorable attitudes
toward legalization.

The result revealed that the factors influencing
youths’ perspectives on legalization of
abortion include Social Stigma and
Accessibility to healthcare system and
biomedical technologies. This study aligning
with Fatai's (2017) findings where most
respondents believed societal stigma affects
abortion-related decisions. The writers
suggests that societal reactions and behaviors
toward abortion seekers significantly influence
individual opinions, views, and attitudes
regarding abortion legalization in Nigeria.

Hypothesis tested revealed that there is a
significant association between youths' level of
education and their perspective on abortion
legalisation.

CONCLUSION

The majority of the respondents have positive
perspective towards legalization of abortion
despite perceiving procurement of abortion.
They support the need for Nigerian
government to review the abortion law and
address the problems associated with
legalizing abortion. Legalisation of Nigerian
abortion laws will ensure accessible affordable
and respectful safe abortion services.
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